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THEMES IN THE STORY 
Preparing yourself for challenges, dealing with temptation, decision making, greed.  

In this story the king often walked in the hills to try to prepare himself for the challenges

of the day.  What are some things that you could do to prepare yourself for the

challenges you have to face? 

What are some good strategies to use when you need to make a decision?  

Can you share about a decision you have made that you feel is a good decision? 

Have you ever made a decision that you have later regretted, that you are willing to share

about? 

Was the king right in offering the shepherd the land in that way?  Can we sometimes

offer too much temptation? 

Is it better to be content with what you have, or to want more?  

When does wanting more become a problem?

DISCUSSION IDEAS 

Preparing Yourself for Challenges 

Decision Making

Temptation and Greed 
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SETTING - Draw a Story Map

Imagine you are looking down at the entire landscape where the story takes place from above.    

 Draw a simple map showing all the places where events in the story take place.   This will help you

internalise the plot of the story, so you can tell it in your own words.  It is also useful for you to work

out in your mind where things are in relation to each other in the story. 

 This is important as storytelling is physical as well as verbal, (as you tell, you often look at, or point to

imaginary things in the story) and you need to be consistent as to where those things are in relation

to you. For example, if you physically refer to the mountain being on your right at the beginning of the

story, you cannot, (unless you have walked around the mountain in the story), point it out on your left

later on. 

STORYLINE - Draw a Story Board 

Imagine you are a film director who is going to make a film of the story. Break the events of the story

into scenes. For each scene draw a simple stick figure drawing that you think represents the most

important part of that scene.

Drawing a storyboard helps you to internalise the sequence of the story events and to think through

the most important aspect of each story scene. 

CHARACTERS - Hotseat the Characters 

 After hearing a story what are you still curious about? If you could talk to one of the story characters

what would you like to find out?  

For this activity one person sits on the hot-seat, in the role as one of the story's characters. The

others take turns to ask him or her questions. These questions could explore the characters

reactions to what happens in the story, or could be about their life before or after the action of the

story happened. The teacher should take the hot-seat first, to provide a model, but later the

students can take turns in answering questions. Possible questions for the character in the hot-seat

could be discussed with the class beforehand.

 HOW TO LEARN TO TELL THIS STORY - OR ANY STORY  

To tell a story well you need to internalise the structure, not memorise the words. You need to                    

 get to know the characters, the settings, and the storyline of the story. Here are some activities             

 that you can use to help you learn any story effectively. 


