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TEACHING GUIDE TO “FIVE DOLLAR SIX – A WORLD WAR II STORY” 

Teachers can use this checklist to plan the viewing of the storytelling 

video easily and stress free. 

SUMMARY 

Amidst death and darkness during World War Two, 2 young 

persons struggle to save themselves.  One is a young man 

who works for a rice merchant. He accompanies his boss to 

the Inspection Centres that the Japanese army set up. The 

other is a young woman whom he meets and helps.  

STORY THEMES 
☒ Love and sacrifice 

☐ Japanese Occupation of Singapore 

☐ Dangers of prejudice, discrimination and dehumanization 

☐ Human rights 

☐ War atrocities 

☐   Bravery 

PRE-STORY ACTIVITIES 
☐ Look at the word cloud of the trailer or the    few minutes and predict the story.   

 

 

AFTER STORY DISCUSSION TOPICS AND IDEAS 
☐  After watching the video, students can choose any 2 questions to answer and explain. There can be 

a discussion on the responses.  

1. Why do you think the Japanese considered those with tattoos, who speak Hainanese or who know 

Tan Kah Kee are anti-Japanese elements? What is the possible reason for thinking in this manner? 

2. Why did the Japanese officer assume that Orr is a Malay? Is that judgement correct? Do you think 

we, too, could also make such errors in judgement?   

3. If you were Orr, would you have gone in to help Kiang?  

4. What did you like best in the story?  

5. What didn’t you like in the story?  
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6. What did the story mean to you personally? 

7. If you could change a part of this story, what would it be?  

 

☐ Though the characters are fictitious, the setting of the Japanese Occupation of Singapore and Sook 

Ching is real. Students can revisit lessons on Singapore history through the video.  

 

During the Japanese rule, Singapore was renamed to Syonan-to, meaning Light of the South Island. 

Living conditions in Singapore then were difficult, due to the shortage of basic necessities such as 

rice, salt and cooking oil. The Japanese introduced their own currency, known to locals as "banana 

money. There were those who resisted the Japanese such as Elizabeth Choy, who risked her life to 

smuggle food, medicine and messages to British prisoners of war, Adnan Bin Saidi (Lt Adnan bin 

Saidi) of the Malay Regiment who led the fight against the Japanese at Pasir Panjang and Lim Bo 

Seng, a prominent Hokkien businessman who came to Singapore from China at the age of 16.  The 

incident of hiding in the coffin to escape the Japanese was a true incident that happened to a survivor 

of the war.   

 

☐ This story is NOT meant to stir up animosity against the Japanese but a chance for critical thinking on 

the following topics: 

• Demonstrate the fragility of all societies that are supposed to protect the security and rights of 

all. 

• Highlight aspects of human behaviour that affect all societies such as violence and abuse of 

power, fear, peer pressure, indifference and greed.  

• Demonstrate the dangers of prejudice, discrimination and dehumanization that is fueled by 

racism and intolerance 

• Highlight human possibilities in extreme and desperate situations and the importance of being 

human and caring for others.  

• Through understanding how and why Sook Ching occurred (mass violence & racial prejudice), 

highlight the value of promoting harmony, of being well-informed and socially connected, of 

being respectful of diversity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“If history were taught in the form of stories, it would never be 

forgotten.”  

Rudyard Kipling 
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