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TEACHING GUIDE TO “THE GREAT RACE” 

Teachers can use this checklist to plan the viewing of the storytelling 

video easily and stress free. 

SUMMARY 

Long ago, in China, the Jade Emperor decided there should be 

a way of measuring time by calling all the animals to a great 

race. Cat and Rat were good friends and wanted to enter the 

race. However, Cat woke up late. Rat went ahead and was able 

to be the first with the help of Ox.  Soon the other animals 

found their way to the finishing line. They became the Zodiac 

animals. 

STORY THEMES 

☐ Animals  

☐ Friendship 

☐ Cooperation/teamwork 

☐ Chinese culture  

☐ Problem solving 

 

PRE-STORY ACTIVITIES 

☐ What animal year is it this year?  

https://chinesenewyear.net/zodiac/ 

☐ What is your zodiac sign?  

☐ Learn the meaning of words like race and emperor.   

 

AFTER STORY DISCUSSION TOPICS AND IDEAS 

☐ Which moment of the story do you like?   

☐ Draw your favourite moment of the story. 

☐ Talk about the good and bad behaviour of the animal characters in the story.   

☐ Talk about the friendship between Cat and Rat. Why are they no longer friends?  

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY 

https://chinesenewyear.net/zodiac/
http://foottalk.blogspot.com/2016/02/chinese-new-year-year-of-monkey.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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☐ Talk about your favourite animal.  

☐ Print out pictures of the zodiac animals and colour them.   

https://funcraftskids.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/12-Chinese-Zodiac-Coloring-Pages.pdf 

(Play Chinese dragon and lion dance music while the children are colouring) 

 

☐  Consider using ‘Hot seating’ as a strategy to get children to explore character feelings, intentions 

and motives. Brainstorm with the students the curious questions they would like to ask the character. 

Then, the teacher can be on the ‘hot seat’ to role play the character in the story while the students 

ask the questions. 

☐   After discussions on the story, watch the storytelling video again.  (Through the visual, auditory and 

kinesthetic retelling of the story, children will learn the sequence of the 12 animals and even 

characteristics of all the animals. The children would be curious to find out more about animals.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“If history were taught in the form of stories, it would never be 

forgotten.”  

Rudyard Kipling 

 Eruditestories.com       Erudite.sweeyean@gmail.com   

 https://www.facebook.com/erudite.sweeyean/ 
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