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THEMES IN THE STORY 

The need for defence, peace-making, using intelligence rather than physical strength, the founding

of Singapore.

DISCUSSION IDEAS 

Rajah Suran wanted to be like his ancestor Alexander the Great.  Is there anyone that you would like

to emulate?  Who is it, and what aspect of their lives would you like to achieve? 

In the story the Chinese Chief Minister thought of an effective trick to play on Rajah Suran, that

would avoid China having to go to war.  Military tricks have been used throughout history. You can

read about some examples here https://www.businessinsider.com/6-mind-blowing-tricks-used-

during-war-2014-9. Is playing such tricks justifiable?  

Why is having a strong defence force necessary for Singapore?

This story is recrafted from a story in the Sejarah Malayu (Malay Annals).  The Sejarah Malayu is a

literary work crafted from a mixture of history, legend and myth.  An English translation by John

Leyden was published in Singapore in 1821, (with an introduction by Stamford Raffles), but the

oldest know was written in 1612.   As well as the stories of   Rajah Suran and the story of the naming

of Singapore by Sang Nila Utama, the Malay Annals also contain the well-known Singapore stories of

the Attack of the Swordfish and Badang the Strong Man of Singapore. 

You can read the translation by John Leyden here: https://malayannals.blogspot.com 

The story of Rajah Suran is at the beginning of the book, and can be found here:

https://malayannals.blogspot.com/2012/02/chapter-1.html.

This story travels through many Asian countries; India, Myanmar, Thailand, Malaysia Singapore and

China and Indonesia.  The story of Rajah Suran is part legend and part myth, but many South East

Asian countries have a legacy of Indian influence.    

See: https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/indias-deep-but-forgotten-roots-in-south-east-asia 

https://www.businessinsider.com/6-mind-blowing-tricks-used-during-war-2014-9
https://malayannals.blogspot.com/
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SETTING - Draw a Story Map

Imagine you are looking down at the entire landscape where the story takes place from above.    

 Draw a simple map showing all the places where events in the story take place.   This will help you

internalise the plot of the story, so you can tell it in your own words.  It is also useful for you to work

out in your mind where things are in relation to each other in the story. 

 This is important as storytelling is physical as well as verbal, (as you tell, you often look at, or point to

imaginary things in the story) and you need to be consistent as to where those things are in relation

to you. For example, if you physically refer to the mountain being on your right at the beginning of the

story, you cannot, (unless you have walked around the mountain in the story), point it out on your left

later on. 

STORYLINE - Draw a Story Board 

Imagine you are a film director who is going to make a film of the story. Break the events of the story

into scenes. For each scene draw a simple stick figure drawing that you think represents the most

important part of that scene.

Drawing a storyboard helps you to internalise the sequence of the story events and to think through

the most important aspect of each story scene. 

CHARACTERS - Hotseat the Characters 

 After hearing a story what are you still curious about? If you could talk to one of the story characters

what would you like to find out?  

For this activity one person sits on the hot-seat, in the role as one of the story's characters. The

others take turns to ask him or her questions. These questions could explore the characters

reactions to what happens in the story, or could be about their life before or after the action of the

story happened. The teacher should take the hot-seat first, to provide a model, but later the

students can take turns in answering questions. Possible questions for the character in the hot-seat

could be discussed with the class beforehand.

 HOW TO LEARN TO TELL THIS STORY - OR ANY STORY  

To tell a story well you need to internalise the structure, not memorise the words. You need to                    

 get to know the characters, the settings, and the storyline of the story. Here are some activities             

 that you can use to help you learn any story effectively. 
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